
BATH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

 

May 5, 2021 

 

 

 
   
This regular meeting of the Bath Township Board of Trustees was held at the Bath Township 
Hall and live-streamed on Facebook Live-Bath Township, Greene County, OH.  Mr. Pitstick 
called the in-person meeting to order at 7:00pm with the pledge and roll call. Other township 
personnel in attendance were Mr. Ross, Mrs. Lester, Mr. Bales, and Mrs. Brown on Zoom.  
 
Mrs. Lester made a motion to approve the agenda; seconded by Mr. Ross. Roll call: three ayes, 
no nays, motion carried. Mrs. Lester made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 21st 
meeting; seconded by Mr. Ross. Roll call: three ayes, no nays, motion carried. Mrs. Lester made 
a motion to approve the minutes of the April 29th Emergency meeting; seconded by Mr. Ross. 
Roll call: Lester, aye; Ross, aye; Pitstick, abstain. Motion carried. Mrs. Lester made a motion to 
approve the minutes of the May 3rd Special meeting; seconded by Mr. Ross. Roll call: Lester, 
aye; Ross, aye; Pitstick, abstain. Motion carried. Mr. Ross made a motion to approve the 
payment of bills totaling $48,900.37 and to approve a transfer of $5,151.30 from the checking 
account to the Perpetual Care savings account; seconded by Mrs. Lester. Roll call: three ayes, 
no nays, motion carried. 
 
INVITED GUESTS: none  
 
STAFF REPORTS:   

• Mr. Pete Bales, Township Administrator, reviewed several items in his report to the Trustees, 
dated May 3, 2021. (See attached.) 
o After further discussion with Mrs. Phillips about grounds keeping at the cemetery, they 

decided to use seasonal staff for mowing and only use Joe’s Landscaping for trimming 
around the headstones. Mr. Bales reported that they had trimmed last week and done a 
great job. They will be back before Memorial Day and again in late June. At that time the 
need for additional trimmings will be evaluated. 

o He reported that he and Mrs. Brown had spent a considerable amount of time 
cataloguing and scanning Resolutions dating back to 2017. These have been uploaded 
to the township’s website. Additional years will be added as time permits. 

o Bob Jurick submitted a B-W Greenway Request for Amendment to the Zoning Resolution 
for delineation of wetlands whenever there is an application for rezoning of a property 
with hydric soils.  Mr. Bales reported that Mr. Miller, Zoning Inspector, had suggested 
that the language Mr. Jurick provided simply be added as a part of the rezoning 
application.    

o Road Department report: Mr. Rhoades will be contacting John J. Jurgensen about 
several areas on Armstrong Road (which is still under warranty) showing pre-mature 
cracking. After that is taken care of, Reclamite will be applied to Armstrong Road and 
the other recently paved roads as well as the park walking path.  

o Cemetery report: Mr. Bales reported that a concerned citizen has expressed his desire 
that flower vase containers be permitted on the surface of the mausoleums and 
columbariums. Mrs. Lester suggested that consideration be given to allow vases in the 
gravel area surrounding the base of the structures. Mrs. Phillips submitted two proposals 
for installation of storm pipe and two catch basins to provide drainage for  Section 14. 
They met with Ken Middleton from Greene County Soil and Water who felt that this would 
alleviate the ponding. Proposals were $6,600 from MacX LLC and $5885.24 from 
Middleton Lawn & Landscape Maintenance, LLC. Mrs. Lester questioned whether there 
was a conflict of interest with Middleton Lawn since that is Mr. Middleton’s business. Mr. 
Bales will check with the Prosecutor and also get additional quotes. Mrs. Lester made a 
motion to proceed with the project as long as there is no problem with the contractor; 
seconded by Mr. Ross. Roll call: three ayes, no nays, motion carried.  

o Questions from the April 21st meeting: 
          In response to Mrs. Venable’s questions: Concerning rules for public comments, Mr. 
Bales read 12 items taken from the Board of Trustee Meeting Rules, established March 3, 
2021. (See Trustee Update 5-3-2021.) Concerning contacts of other government agencies 
about the Morrow County spill, Mr. Bales called OEPA and ODNR. He expects a full report 
from Ohio EPA around May 7. Concerning bids for mowing and trimming Byron Cemetery, 
Joe’s Landscaping was the only company contacted. Concerning having the supervisor and 
seasonal worker mow, Mr. Bales stated that managing sales and operations of the cemetery 
and managing the office at the Township building is a full-time job for Mrs. Phillips. Mr. 
Burchett will be mowing at the cemetery, not Joe’s Landscaping. Joe’s Landscaping will be 
providing trimming services in April, May, and  June. Concerning  suspected ethics violations 
by the township officials and staff, the Ohio Ethics Commission may be contacted. 
         



BATH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

 

May 5, 2021 

 

 

 
 
       In response to Mrs. Sams’ question about ORC provisions covering smells from an A-1 
zoning district, Mr. Bales could not find any limitation on distance in the ORC. Ohio EPA did 
not provide a distance limitation to their odor investigation protocol. They do respond to each 
odor complaint they receive. Each complaint should contain information about time, date, 
duration, description, location, and any physical symptoms experienced. Complaints can be 
submitted to Heather Lauer, Public Involvement Coordinator for Ohio EPA’s Southwest 
District Office. 614-644-2160 or Heather.lauer@epa.ohio.gov 
 
Referencing the Road Report, Mr. Ross asked that Mr. Bales advise Mr. Rhoades of the 
pavement damage on Clearcreek Trail. 
 
Mrs. Lester asked how the delineation of wetlands would be determined. Mr. Bales stated 
that the zoning application would require certification by an independent, qualified, wetland 
delineator. Mr. Pitstick noted that the Soil and Water Division also provides a report on hydric 
soils for Greene County Regional Planning’s review for rezoning applications. Mrs. Lester 
asked about plans for disposal of the old bucket truck and the old dump truck. Mr. Bales will 
check with Mr. Rhoades.     
     

OLD BUSINESS:  
o Pet Waste Stations: Mr. Bales received quotes from five vendors. The lowest and best 

price for two bag dispensers and 6000 bags was from Dog Waste Depot for $272.97. 
The township will provide drums and liners. The dispensers come with signage. Mr. Ross 
made a motion to purchase the Pet Waste Stations from Dog Waste Depot for $272.97; 
seconded by Mrs. Lester. Roll call: three ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

• The Board reviewed the Fund Summary Reports for April. Digital reports of April payments 
and receipts, and the April 30th Appropriation and Revenue Status reports were sent to the 
Board. 

• Mrs. Lester read Resolution 28-2021: Appeal of Greene County Common Pleas Court 
Decision in Case No. CV 0198; Dovetail Energy, LLC et al., v. Bath Township Board of 
Zoning Appeals, et al. Noting that the Board had already approved the motion to appeal at 
the May 3rd Special meeting, Mr. Ross made a motion to approve Resolution 28-2021; 
seconded by Mrs. Lester. Roll call: Ross, aye; Lester, aye; Pitstick, abstain. Motion carried. 

• Mr. Pitstick read Resolution 29-2021: Support of the B-W Greenway Community Land Trust 
regarding their application to the Clean Ohio Fund. This is for 4.47 acres owned by James 
and Suzanne Root located between Community Park and 1641 Graceland Drive in Fairborn. 
If the grant is received, B-W Greenway will receive the funds for the project and ultimately 
the City of Fairborn will own the property and maintain it in a perpetual conservation 
easement. Mr. Ross made a motion to approve Resolution 29-2021; seconded by Mrs. 
Lester. Roll call: three ayes, no nays, motion carried. 

• Mr. Pitstick presented a second resolution for B-W Greenway. Resolution 30-2021: Support 
of the B-W Greenway Community Land Trust regarding their application to the Clean Ohio 
Fund for the Oberer Property Acquisition. This is for 2.13 acres of land located directly west 
of Market Court in Fairborn, Ohio. Oberer Corporation will be contributing 25% matching 
funds for the project including a public parking lot on the site, removal of invasive species, 
and planting native species in their place. As with the previous resolution, B-W Greenway 
will receive the funds and ultimately the City of Fairborn will own the property and maintain 
it in a perpetual conservation easement. Mrs. Lester made a motion to approve Resolution 
30-2021; seconded by Mr. Ross. Roll call: three ayes, no nays, motion carried. Mr. Bob 
Jurick spoke briefly about the B-W Greenway’s mission and the Spotted Turtle Trail. The 
Board thanked him for all his work for the environment. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: Department of Commerce, Division of Liquor Control: liquor permits 
expire July 1. The Ohio Revised Code Section 4303.27 1(B) provides the legislative authority 
with the right to object to the renewal of a permit and request a hearing. The Board was not 
aware of any concerns with establishments in Bath Township. 
 
TRUSTEES’ REPORTS: 

• Mr. Ross noted that Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission meets tomorrow and 
the Greene County Township Association meets May 11. Mr. Ross then addressed Mrs. 
Venable and apologized for his remarks at the last meeting. 

• Mrs. Lester noted how nice the cemetery looks. 
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• Mr. Pitstick reported that Regional Planning has finalized and approved the Greene 
County Master Trails Plan and has submitted it to the County Commissioners for 
approval. The plan can be viewed on the Greene County Regional Planning website. 

 
Audience Comments:  

o David Anderson, Byron Road, commented on the presence of sheriff deputies at the 
Board of Trustees meetings prior to the 2019 election. He also expressed the opinion 
that the BZA case heard by Greene County Judge Buckwalter should not have been held 
in a Greene County court. Mrs. Lester noted that the appeal will be before the Second 
District Court of Appeals in Montgomery County. 

o Kenneth Langford, Dellwood Drive, asked the Board to permit the placement of flower 
vases on the face of the crypts and mausoleums.  

o Lori Venable, Sunset Canyon Court, spoke about email exchanges between Cari 
Oberfield and the trustees that didn’t include Mrs. Lester. She also asked the trustees to 
fix Herr Road and place a lien on the property owner.  

o Michael Uecker, Dayton-Yellow Springs Road, spoke about the inherent nature of a rural 
township, the wetlands, and the proximity to WPAFB.  

o Joe Batman, N. Enon Road, spoke about the circumstances of Mr. Miller’s retirement 
from the Village of Yellow Springs.  

o Karla Sams, Erie Avenue, spoke about the smell coming from the biodigester, not the 
pig farm. 

 
Mr. Ross made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Mrs. Lester. Roll call: three ayes, no nays, 
motion carried. Time 7:58pm. 
 
________________________   _________________________ 
Elaine M. Brown, Fiscal Officer      Tom Pitstick, Chairman   
         
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


